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Neeru Sharma, 12, has a polio-related disability. The government school she 
studied at threw her out, unwilling to cope with her disability. Today, she 
studies at the Pardada-Pardadi Girls Vocational School (PPGVS), is in Class 
VI and juggles her lessons with computer sessions and vocational training, 
which earns money for her family. 

Teenage siblings Aarti, Pooja and Jyoti were rescued from their abusive 
alcoholic father's custody by a local NGO. Their mother, Hemvati, resolute 
about educating them, enrolled them in PPGVS. The girls know they have 
been given a new life. 

The sleepy town of Anoopshahar, where PPGVS is located, is a five-hour 
drive from Delhi in the backward district of Bulandshahar, Uttar Pradesh 
(UP). This town is currently the crucible for a unique social engineering 
project that may well transform the fate of the girl child in India. 

The beginning 

Run by the Anoopshahar-based Pardada-Pardadi 
Educational Society (PPES, a registered 
society), this novel experiment aims to socially 
and economically empower the disadvantaged 
rural girl child by providing her skill-based 
education at PPGVS, which is affiliated to the 
UP Board and has classes from III to X. The 300 
girl students at the school – which currently caters to over 43 villages – are 
from the economically and socially weaker sections. 

Some students traverse a distance of 20 kms to attend school. Therefore, 
PPGVS provides students with bicycles after they have completed a year in 
the school. 

"We use the phrase Pardada-Pardadi as an analogy for ancient Indian 
wisdom and knowledge that helps realise the full potential of an individual," 
elaborates Sam Singh, 67, a non-resident Indian, who founded the school in 
2000. (Singh now lives in Bulandshahar, though he retains US citizenship.) 

Spurred by his own humble, rural background, Singh was determined to 
address issues like gender sensitisation, illiteracy and social reform through 
a model school in his own village. And though he was comfortably settled in 
the US – as marketing chief of the textile giant Dupont in the 1990s – he 
returned to India to create educational opportunities for his village folk. 

Empowering women 

"My vision," says Singh, "is to empower women so that they can be become 
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A school based on ancient wisdom 
Courtesy: Women's Feature Service. 

Anoopshahar-based Pardada-Pardadi Educational Society aims to 
socially and economically empower the disadvantaged rural girl child 
by providing her skill-based education.  
  

http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation16342020051130.asp

http://www.deccanherald.com/
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/general/about.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/general/post.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/general/contact.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/general/older.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/general/feedback.asp
http://198.64.153.138/dhavenues
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/national.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/state.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/district.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/city.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/business.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/foreign.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/sports.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/editpage.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/panorama.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/netmail.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/images/space.asp
http://67.18.142.206/deccanherald/discboard/aspboard.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/citytoday.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/general/helpline.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dailyalmanac.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/images/Festivals.index.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/weather.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/crossword.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/oct272005/dheducation11102620051026.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/general/horosyr2005.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/oct272005/dheducation11102620051026.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec42005/horos.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/oct272005/dheducation11102620051026.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/oct272005/dheducation11102620051026.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/astro.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/astro.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/eb.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/metromon.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/nov292005/snt.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/nov292005/snt.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/nov292005/spectrum.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/nov302005/avenues.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/nov302005/cyberspace.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec12005/metrothurs.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec12005/sportscene.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation129252005105.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation10422820051130.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation16224420051130.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation10452020051130.asp
http://www.deccanherald.com/
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation.asp
https://www.online.citibank.co.in/portal/citiinforms.jsp?form_id=frmAcquisitionChat&eOfferCode=DEHSC180
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives/dec52005/dheducation16342020051130.asp


Living

She

Open Sesame

DH Realty

Metro Life - Sat

Sunday Herald

Fine Art / Culture

Articulations

Entertainment

Reviews 
Book Reviews

Movie Reviews

Art Reviews

Columns 
Kuldip Nayar

Khushwant Singh

N J Nanporia

Tavleen Singh
Swami 
Sukhbodhananda
Bittu Sehgal

Suresh Menon

Shreekumar Varma

Movie Guide 

Ad Links 

Deccan  
International School 

Real Estate 
Properties in 
Bangalore 

Deccan Herald  
Now Available  

Globally  
in Print Format 

Others 
About Us 
Subscription 

To send letters to 
Editor :  
Letters to Editor 

Send your 
Suggestions / 

Queries about the 
Website to the
Webmaster 

For enquiries on 
advertisements :  
Contact Us  

You are welcome 
to post your 

letters/responses 
to NETMAIL 

here. 

 

 

equal contributors in the growth of the nation. PPGVS' value-based 
curriculum helps the girl child become economically and socially enlightened, 
which addresses the twin issues of poverty and illiteracy ." 

One of the main reasons why Anoopshahar was chosen as the site for this 
five-acre school – built upon land donated by Singh's family – is because UP 
is one of India's least developed states. 

The town's girls have to work in the fields, rear goats or collect firewood 
from the jungle. "Lives for these girls is miserable as child marriage is 
rampant here," says Renuka Singh, Director (India), PPES. "Girls as young as 
six are married off, while some even become mothers at 14. To top it all, 
there are no health facilities provided to these girls, because of which infant 
mortality is high.”  

Apart from the academic curriculum taught by PPGVS's 30 teachers, the 
outfit also provides vocational training – like creating, producing and 
marketing home furnishings of international standards – to help the girls 
create economic wealth for themselves. The girls also learn about social, 
legal, psychological, financial and health issues. Computer education is 
another crucial part of PPGVS's curriculum. As part of the school's training, 
leadership skills are also promoted. 

Making a difference 

The biggest incentive is the vocational training programme, where the girls 
are taught crafts like appliqué work and quilting. Mornings are spent with 
girls taking classes in Math, Science, English and Social Studies. Afternoons 
consist of vocational training in home furnishings and textile work. 

Over the course of a few months, students develop marketable skills. Their 
handicrafts are then sold at a slew of outlets, including the Central Cottage 
Industries Corporation, or are exported. Products are also sold on the PPGVS 
online catalogue and their shop in Plaza Mall, Gurgaon (Haryana) and a retail 
boutique in Meerut, UP. 

The school's marketing department also develops samples, and places orders 
with the school – with an agreement on timeline, wages and quality 
standards. 

Because of the synergy between production and marketing, PPES feels it 
has evolved a model that is both sustainable and replicable throughout the 
country. Also, once the girls graduate, PPES employs them in its crafts 
centre. 

Asked whether the school's model is in compliance with child labour 
prohibition laws in India, Sam Singh is categorical – as long as the project is 
holistic, and takes care of the girls' education, lifeskills and employment, it 
cannot be deemed exploitative. He also points out that meals, uniform and 
books are provided free of cost. 

PPGVS also establishes a bank account for each student who enters the 
programme. For every day a student who attends school, Rs 10 is put into 
her bank account. The products crafted by the students fetch Rs 30 per 
day at market price. Of this, Rs 10 is channelled into the girls' account, 
while the remaining Rs 20 is funnelled into sustaining the school's model. 

By the time a girl completes the programme (about 7-10 years), she should 
have approximately Rs 36,000 in her bank, assuming she has attended 
school most days of the year. To discourage child marriage, PPES has 
stipulated that a girl can access her account only when she graduates. 

With such incentives in place, the school's dropout rate has also plummeted 
from 68 per cent in the first year to 25 per cent in 2005. 
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